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ZTftiTMAILING DATE ot tH.s con,n,un.c.Uon u„ i„o t -tf. the corresponaence - 

Period for Reply 



WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MA^^^^^^ 

■ ^rst"(6&^^^^^^^^ »' "".ttdod will app^ and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from *e mailing date onhb commu„^«on. 

- ; NO period for reply is specified above the '^^"^";^^^l^^'^XiS^T.^<^ to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

e^JLl patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

m Resm^'^^^ocou^mumcat\on(s)rAe6on27Jme2m. 
r-1 . -X- • ciKiAi 2b^l3 This action is non-final. 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 4-17.19 and 20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ia rioim(s) 7 and 10-12 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) A^fi 0 1^.17.19 and 20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8)D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

Applicantr.aynotrequestthatanyobjectiontothedra^ng(s)beheldmabeyance ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a).(d) or (f). 

a)nAll b)D Some *c)n None of: 

1D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 D Certffied copies of the priority documents have been received .n Application No 
_ . r Ar.r.. .rvitintc havp hfien received in tr 



o n rortifiPri moles of the oriority aocumenis nave ucci . . c.v.^. v r-r - 

3S SrofThe"e..ed copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
see the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/043.925 
Art Unit: 3726 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 The indicated allowability of claims 4-6, 8, 9, 13-1 7, 19 and 20 is withdrawn in 
View Of the newly discovered reference(s) to Brodehck (GB 2 184 615). The finality of 
me last Office ac«on is also hereby withdrawn. Rejections based on the newly dted 

reference(s) follow. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 3, 
line 8, "grove" should read -groove--. 
Appropriate conrection is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

4 Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being indefrnite 
for failing to par«cularly point out and dis«nctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
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regards as the invention. 

Claim 17 recites the limitation "the ring" in lines 1-2 . There Is Insufficient 

antecedent basis for this limitation in the daim. 
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C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) v*ich forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

6. Claims 4^. 8. 9, 13-17, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Broderick. 

Brodedck disdoses a cable housing 7 for use with a connector 1 wherein cables 
inthe housing are provided with identification markings such as color coded v«res (page 
1, lines 45-51), the damp indudlng a transparent portion through whi* markings of 
interest are visible (page 1 , lines 51-54 and 91-95). Although Broderick does not 
disdose the transparent portion of the housing being a ring arranged in a groove of the 
housing, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the 
invention was made that ha>^ng the transparent porSon as a ring, a nng in a groove, or 
a rectangular window is an obvious ™tter of design choice wherein no stated pn^blem 
is solved or unexpected results obtained in having the transparent portion be a ring, a 
ring in a groove or a redangular window versus the transparent portion taught by 
Brodertd. as lc«g as the narking of Interest are readily ,«sible through the transparent 
portion. Furthem»re Brodericks housing appears to be simpler to manufacture and as 
such would be less costly to produce. Applicant should note that the housing disdosed 
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by Broderick is structurally equivalent to the clain^d strain relief clamp and could be 
transparent in a selected area (page 1, lines 55-57). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
7. Claims 7 and 10-12 are allowed. 

Contact Information 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Essana Omgba «hose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4532. The examiner can nomally be reached on M-F 9-6:30, 1 st Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Da<«d Bryant can be reached on (571 ) 272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Infonnauon .egartlng the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application lnfom«tion Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications nay be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished appllcaUons Is available through Phvate PAIR only. 
For more infom^tion about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have quesfcns on access to the Pnvate PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
■ Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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